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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL ‘months. But the interest which attaches to 
REFORM. ‘the report is not to be measured by this par- 

Every Medical Journal throughout the ; ticular measure of medical reform. It is in 
United States, with, we believe, two excep- , view of the broad principle that in the Na- 
tions only, has declared in favour of Medi- | tional Association shall be vested legislative 
cal Reform, and expressed approbation of? authority to prescribe measures designed 
the Proceedings of the National Medical : to elevate the character and usefulness of the 
Convention. The action of the University | profession, medical schools being bound to 
of Pennsylvania, and College of Physicians carry out, as far as practicable, the spirit of 
and Surgeons of New York, in promptly) these measures, that this document appears 
carrying out the wishes of the Conven- } to us to possess not a little importance. The 
tion, has also received the hearty applause , oldest, and, it may be added without invidi- 
of most of the journals. The talented editor | ousness, the most respected medical school 
of the Buffulo Medical Journal, himself a’ in the country, has taken a position in favour 
professor in two schools, makes the follow- ; of this principle. It is not derogating from 
ing remarks in commenting on the report of ; the independence of other institutions to say, 
the University of Pennsylvania. ‘that the stand taken by the University of 
‘‘This report commends itself to the at-; Pennsylvania will exert not a little influence 
tention of the Medical Profession with pe-’in bringing about a similar action by the 
culiar force at the present time, from the fact ' schools generally. We do not hesitate in- 
that the Faculty therein declare their recog- | dividually to commit ourselves in advocacy 
nition of the obligation imposed upon them to ; of that principle, here and elsewhere, so long 
endeavour to conform to the recommenda- ;as the National Association shall continue 
tions of the National Convention, and pro- | to represent the intelligence and wisdom of 
fess readiness to act in accordance with that} the Profession; and this will be the case so 
acknowledged obligation. In conformity , long as at its meetings are assembled mem- 
with these sentiments, as our readers are bers selected from among the respectable, 
aware, the approaching session of lectures } well-informed practitioners of different sec- 
in that institution is to be extended to five ; tions of the country. With such a body of 
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men, the utmost confidence may be felt that | 
senphing done will be done with delibera- | 
tion and prudence, dictated by earnest, dis- | 
interested aims for proper objects, and calcu- | 
lated to secure their accomplishment. 


medical schools are safe, because it is to be ‘ 
presumed that the ends which each have in| 


view are the same, to wit, the interests of | 


medical education. ‘The authority of @body | 
thus constituted will afford protection against | 
local factions, whose jealousy prompts hos- 


tility to medical institutions, and cannot fail ; 


to do much toward securing for those schools 
which recognize it, general confidence and 


respect, since its behests are the expressed | 


wishes of the profession at large. Enter- 
taining these views we shall rejoice to see 
the position taken by other institutions, 
which has been taken by the Medical De- ‘ 
partment of the University of Pennsylvania, 
and, also, virtually, by the College of Phy- 
sicians of the city of New York. We an- 
ticipate that this will be done, and that it : 
will conduce to the interests equally of the : 
institutions and the whole profession.” 

The able editor of the Annalist, in his 
number for 15th Oct., remarks :— 

‘* We publish with great pleasure the sub- 


joined extract from a letter written by one of ‘ 


the most distinguished physicians of West- 
ern New York. It expresses opinions which 
are daily becoming more prevalent in the 
profession, and which will, at no distant date, 
be universal. 
and honour the schools which take the first 
step—the front rank in the work of reform:— 


‘** T write in considerable haste, and have ‘ 


merely time to congratulate you in your ; 
hearty co-eperazion with the Convention in ‘ 
the great work of reform in medical educa- 
tion. 

‘** Ttis becoming the University of Penn- 
sylvania, and the oldest and strongest school 
in the great state of New York, to lead the 
way in well-doing. The time is not distant, 
I trust, when all must extend their course of 
instruction, and increase their requirements , 
for degrees, or their honours will cease to 
possess value.’ ”” 

The editor of the St. Louis Medical and ’ 
Surgical Journal also commends the action 
of the University of Pennsylvania, and ob- 
serves :— 


With | 
such a legislative body the best interests of | 


The profession will sustain 


| seulemsion, 


MEDICAL REFORM. 


stitutions who wish to keep up even the show 
‘of respectability, will be compelled to adopt 
‘the six months term, or public sentiment 
/ will set against them in a tide such as it will 
be impossible to resist.’’ 

The following remarks by one of the edit- 
ors of the Missouri Med. and Surg. Journ., 
(Oct. 1847,) give us the gratifying assurance 
that the proceedings of the National Medica! 
‘Convention give the same satisfaction to 
,our brethren of the West, as to those in this 
‘section of the Union. 

‘Tt is with pride and pleasure we wit- 
‘ness the glorious cause of medical reform 
steadily progressing. All our exchanges 
(with one or two exceptions) have fallen 
:into the traces, and are strenuously advocat- 
‘ing the claims of the National Convention, 
' Moreover, we have received the most per- 
fect unanimity of expression from many 
‘medical men scattered over this great valley 
‘—both by letter and personal interview— 
speaking in the warmest terms of commen- 
‘dation of the proceedings of the National 
een 

‘* There is nothing paroxysmal in all this; 
—it is mot the ebullition of a moment, but 
‘the sober second thought of men who feel 
‘the importance of the subject they advocate. 

‘* We do not expect to see anything won- 
‘derful accomplished in a day, nor in a year; 
but like the ‘holy mountain of the Lord,’ 
‘there is a fixedness of principle, and deter- 
mination of purpose pervading the mass of 
the profession, which must ultimately tell 
‘upon the public mind. 

‘There have been but few of the medical 
- schools, which have yet taken action on this 
, subject ; but we feel assured, before another 
year rolls round, they will have taken a 
‘vigorous stand in medical reform. For such 
‘is the tone of the profession, they will be 
‘driven to this in self-defence, if not actuated 
' by higher —e" 
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| (THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 

Labours and Risks of Medical Men.— 
‘The number of the British American Journ. 
\ of Med.and Phys. erence, for Sept. last, re- 
cords the death of no less than five physi- 
‘cians, who have. fallen victims to typhus 


“fever i in Canada, within one month, the dis- 


‘ease being contracted in the exercise of their 
In New York several practi- 


‘“‘ The action on the part of the Univer- ‘tioners have fallen victims to the same dis- 


sity of Pennsylvania, settles, we think, the Saat and in Great Britain, but particularly 
question, and willing, or unwilling, other in- {in Rochen the mortality this year has been 
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enormous. If the risks which medical men 


incur in the pursuit of their beneficent ocen- | 


pation, and the labour they undergo were 
fully known, the profession would be more 
highly appreciated, and its services more 
adequately rewarded. Physicians during 
epidemics, are exposed to more danger than 
soldiers in actual service, without the ex- 
citement of battle, or hope of the glory and 
rewards which are so liberally bestowed on 
the successful warrior. 
distinguished ophthalmic surgeon, of Man. 


chester, who accepted the appointment of | 


poor-law union surgeon, embracing seve. 


ral thousand persons, and fell a victim to 


his benevolence, leaving a family unprovided 
for, received a salary of twenty pounds a 


year, for which he was required not only to | 


give attendance, but also to furnish medi- 
cines to the sick. What appreciation can 
the British government entertain for the 
services of medical men, when they insult 
them with such a pittance, we cannot call it 
compensation, for their services ? 

Drs. Cusack and Stokes, inan article inthe 
Dublin Quarterly Journal for August last, 
have given an eloquent statement of the 
dangers to which ‘medical practitioners are 
exposed. On averaging the evidence sup- 


plied to them, they find that, during the | 


twenty-five years prior to 1843, there were 


Mr. Walker, the : 
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‘Treland contracts fever, and one in every 
nine dies of typhus! But this statement 
, does not give a true picture of hazards run 
«by medical men in Ireland. We must re- 
member the dangers that must accrue to the 
wives and families of men whose homes are 
thus invaded by contagious disease. Again: 
though these returns are made as spreading 
over twenty-five years, many of the 406 hos- 
pitals and dispensaries have not been in ex- 
istence half that time; so that the propor- 
tionate mortality is doubtless greater in 
reality than what the returns set forth. It 
;must be borne in mind, too, that the great 
towns in which fever is most rifle—Dublin, 
Kilkenny, Galway, Sligo, Limerick, &.— 
(are not included in this calculation. Another 
important fact is, that these returns only 
‘extend to 1843—consequently, they do not 
‘include the present epidemic, one of the 
(most fatal, probably, that has ever visited 
[reland, and which has told fearfully upon 
the lives of medical men. 

It will hardly be believed in this country, 
vet the fact is so stated in a petition to the 
| Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, signed by 1050 
: physicians and surgeons of Treland, that the 


/amount of remuneration offered in some ina 
stances by the Irish Board of Health, to phy- 
sicians and surgeons for the discharge of the 
onerous, responsible and dangerous duty of 


1220 medical men in charge of 406 medical } attending fever hospitals, is five shillings per 
institutions—numbers much below the real }day. The editor of the London Medical 
state of the case; but these were all of | Gazelle, in commenting on the document 
which statistical data were forwarded. Of | just referred to, remarks :— 

these 1220, who have occupied these situa. ‘‘ Truly may it be said, not only of Trish, 
tions during the period specified, 300 have | but of British medical practitioners, that the 
died prior to 1843, or nearly one-fourth {amount of remuneration tendered to them 
of the whole. Out of these 300, nearly } for public services, is often unjustly and de- 
one-half, 132, have died of typhus fever, ; gradingly inadequate. Journeymen carpen- 
and the remaining deaths have been, many ‘ters receive in wages more than, according 
of them, from contagious diseases, as scarla ; to this document, has been awarded to phy- 
tina and small-pox, contracted during their } sicians and surgeons for attending fever 
attendance on the sick poor. Thus, the ; hospitals during the present epidemic, —the 
data obtained give a mortality among men in ‘liberal (!) sum of five shillings a day for the 
the prime of life, chiefly from twenty-five to / discharge of a most onerous, responsible, 
fifty, equal to the mortality in battle, and ,and dangerous duty !—Is it surprising, after 
from wounds received in battle, during }this announcement, that medical men should 
actual war. But the mortality is not all; for occasionally prefer engaging themselves as 
out of the 1220, nearly one-half suffered } policemen on railways? The fons et origo 
from typhus fever—563 contracted the dis- i mali is the over-stocked state of the profes- 
ease. Of these 568, there were twenty. ; sion. Medical advice and attendance are to 
eight who had fever twice, or one in every ; be had at 80 cheap a rate, that Boards of 
twenty; and nine three times, or one inj Health will not fail to take advantage of the 
Or, adding all the cases )injurious competition which is thereby en- 


every sixty-three. 
together, omitting inconsiderable fractions, ; gendered. 


every second man who commences practicein’ ‘* A limit, however, should be put to this 
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method of procuring cheap medical advice ; the substance of the body, or by peculiar 
—and, considering the important nature of; mesmeric revelation, her senses must have 
the services rendered,—the risk to which a} far surpassed her reason, or she would not 
practitioner is exposed, and the danger to the’ have ordered the unlucky inn-keeper such 
public health if the medical duties be slo-/ an uncomfortable dose.—Lancet, Sept. 18, 
venly performed,—it is only reasonable to; 1847. 

expect that a remuneration should be fixed, ; — 

which would not degrade men belonging to,; Dr. Knapp’s Certificate—In our number 
and educated for, a liberal profession—-to the ’ for Sept. last, we published a certificate from 
class of journeymen labourers !”’ Dr. Knapp, which had appeared in the daily 
} papers, in favour of Jayne’s Carminative 
SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS} Balsam, and inquired whether it was pos- 








OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. sible that that letter was genuine. This has 
Death from the Prescription of a Som- drawn from Dr. K. a letter to us, in which 
nambulist.—The medical and other French) he says:— 


} ae ; ; 
journals contain an account of the death off ‘* The letter, sir, to which you call atten- 


the proprietor of the Hotel Rubens, at An- } tion, recommending Jayne’s Carminative, 
vers, in a few moments, from the action of} is a genuine letter, [ am sorry to say, but 
a strong poison. A woman practising mag- the date is altered. It was written in Balti- 
netism has been arrested on the occasion, for} more about the year 1830, where I kept a 
it appears that the deceased had asked her } drug store and sold medicines. I have not 
advice, and that she had prescribed for him } authorized this alteration of the date, giving 
whilst in a state of somnambulism. An) it the appearance of my present sanction. * 
apothecary, as credulous as the other par-;* * * * I regret this medical sin of my 
ties, made up the compound ordered, in earlier life, but could cite you to some 
which were contained drugs of the most} illustrious examples.” 

poisonous description. A dose of this hav- _ 

ing been taken by the unfortunate publican, Quack Advertisements. — The Boston 
death was speedily the result. ‘I'he credu- } Chronotype, a daily newspaper, published at 
lity of mine host must have been great in- } , Boston, Mass., says ‘‘our rule about the 
deed, but he has paid dearly for it. Surely} admission of advertisements has been from 
there are few who, like him, would seek ad- ; the first, not to admit any business which we 
vice from one labouring under such a dis- } consider in itself immoral.?? Happening to 
turbed and superstitious mind as did the wo-’ glance at this editorial remark, we had the 
man implicated; and then take the medi-} curiosity to look through the columns of the 
cines prescribed by her. It would be equally } paper, and in so doing we counted about a 
sane to seek advice of a madman. But we} dozen advertisements of secret remedies, 
are aware of the revelations and mysteries } professing to cure without fail certain, or all 
to which these somnambulists and magnet- } diseases, having no reference to age, sex, 
izers pretend. ‘Their vision, though closed } and the numerous circumstances peculiar to 
to the world, and, according to their account, ‘individual cases. We are therefore to infer 
scattered over all parts of the body, so that} that, in the opinion of the editor of that paper, 
they can decipher with their fingers, and} it is a moral business to practice upon com- 
read any old black letter, or the vilest} , munity impositions connected with the pa- 
scrawl, with their toes, nevertheless ¢ ean, tent medicine system. He would decline 
penetrate through any brick wall, at any? notices for the sale of spirituous liquors, and, 
distance; tell the secret doings of their? we presume, his conscience would not per- 
neighbours; or the whole parietes of an-' mit him to advertise for gambling houses, 
other’s wee is, by this magnetic influence, } and lottery brokers; but he hag no scruples 
rendered transparent, so that their sight can; in aiding to dupe the credulous, not out of 
penetrate into its minutest parts, and into the their money only, but of health, and, perhaps 
intricacy of their workings, bringing to light } life. Singular consistency! We do not 
what eye of physician has not seen, nor his wonder that the Chronotype contains quack 
ear heard. The instance we ene given} advertisements, for there are but few, per- 
must show the hollowness of the whole mat- } haps, as yet, that are sufficiently disinterest- 
ter. If the woman had the high faculty of} ed to refuse them, and the pecuniary profit 
finding out disease by her sight penetrating | therewith connected. But the protestation 
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we have quoted, taken in connection with | 


the practice, is what we admire! The 
good in this world seems indissolubly con- 
nected with the bad. The press is a mighty 
engine for the advancement of civilization, 
but it is, also, a powerful instrument for 
evil, and has its multitude of sins to answer 
for.—Buffalo Med. Journ., Oct. 1847. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
University of Pennsylvania.—T he course 
of lectures in this institution commenced, 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

Medical Responsibilit y.—About (wo years 
since, a Dr. Lizcarp, of Caen, in Nor- 
mandy, was requested to give his services 
as accoucheur to a young female at her de- 
livery. The next day he signed at the 
Registrar’s Office the usual certificate of the 
birth of the child, and stated that its parents 
‘ were unknown, the child being illegitimate. 
In company with a M. Quatreveaux, and at 
{the request of the mother, he selected a 
‘nurse for the child at a fixed amount of 
/wages. For a certain period the wages 
‘were duly paid, in some instances by Dr. 


according to announcement, on the 18th of; Liégard, and on other occasions by M. 
October, and, we are happy to state, under  Quatreveaux, who, we presume, was the 
the most favourable auspices. ‘The class in ; father of the child. 

- § a 
attendance was unusually large, and there is} Several months’ wages were allowed to 


every indication that the extension of the 
term of instruction gives satisfaction to the 
industrious and ambitious students, those 
who are willing to earn the honours which 
they desire to obtain. 

New and Summary Mode of creating 
Lawyers and Doctors.—The Legislature of 
Missouri, at its last session, passed an act, 
which, among other provisions, contains the 
following :— , 

‘‘Secrion 7.—Every person, or co-part- 
nership of persons, in this State, who shall 
follow the practice of the law for a liveli- 
hood, in whole or in part, Is HEREBY DE- 


CLARED TO BE A Lawyer; and every per- : 
son, or co-partnership of persons, in this } 


State, who shall follow the practice of medi- 
cine for a livelihood, in whole or in part, is 
hereby declared to bE A Puysicran.’’—St. 


Louis Med. and Surg. Journ., March : 


1847. 

Of all Yankee inventions, this new mode 
of manufacturing learned men is the most 
wonderful, and it is to be hoped the legisla- 
ture of Missouri will secure a patent there- 
for. 


St Louis University—We understand 


' fall into arrear, and the nurse sued the ac- 
, coucheur and M. Quatreveaux. ‘They were 
condemned to pay jointly the full amount 
claimed—135 francs. Quatreveaux being in- 
‘solvent, the local judge decided that Dr. 
) Liégard must pay the whole amount. 'T’he 
‘doctor appealed against this decision, with 
‘the unfortunate result that the judgment as 
‘to damages was not only confirmed, but he 
was also condemned in all the costs of the 
‘ proceedings. ‘I'he Court considered that Dr. 
‘ Liégard had allowed his feelings to render a 
/ slight service to his patient, to carry him too 
‘far, and that he was therefore justly respon- 
‘ sible to the nurse !— Lond. Med. Gaz. 
Collegiate System applied to Medical 
‘ Schools.—A few years since the collegiate 
’ system was adopted at the Birmingham 
‘ Medical School, and with so much advan- 
' tage, that many of the English schools are 
‘now adopting it, as appears from the follow- 
‘ing notice in the Lancet, (Sept. 18.) 

‘‘Tt appears that the utility of the collegi- 
ate system is becoming evident to all the 
‘committees of the medical schools, and that 
‘most of them have provided, or are about to 
{ provide, rooms for the residence of their stu- 
‘dents, instead of letting them rove about, as 


poyveueww 


that Dr. Knapp, who was so recently ap- ;if without any connection with them. We 
pointed to the chair of Materia Medica, in ) observe that the authorities of St. Thomas’s 
this institution, has been ejected by the | Hospital now advertise that there are rooms 
trustees of the school, for certain immoral provided for students; and there are new 
conduct in Laport, Ia., which has been set rooms now being provided and built at 
forth in acircular by the Indiana Medical ; King’s College, where the system was first 
College ; and that Dr. 'T. Reyburn, of St. | started ; and that those schools which cannot 
Louis, has been appointed in his stead.— ‘ build, keep registers of apartments to which 


Missouri Med. and Surg. Journal, Sept., ‘they can refer students. This same feature 
1847, 'presents itself in the Birmingham School, 
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Queen’s College, where the collegiate plan 
has been most completely carried out, and 
in this they have been very greatly indebted 
to their benefactor, Dr. Warneford. But to 
render the system more perfect, tutors must 


be appointed to direct students in their stu-: 


dies; and tutors on a different scale and | 
plan, and more effective than those which | 


have been placed in any of the London 


schools.’’ 


Nitrate of Silver in Hooping-cough. —M. 


{ 
Trousseau recommends in hooping- cough | 
/degree of heat, and smarting continues for 
some time after the application. — Med. 


the exhibition of nitrate of silver. It seems 
to diminish considerably the violence and 
frequency of the paroxysms, but dves not, 


appear to shorten materially the duration of; 


the disease. To achild, aged fifteen months, 


Professor Trousseau gives the medicine in? 
the following shape:—I. Aq. destil, 3]; 
the Transcaucasian Provinces, where it still 
prevails, but not with any great intensity. 
' The disease was brought by the pilgrims od 


syrupi 3ss; argenti nitratis gr. 1-5th. 
Capiat cochleare unum min. q. q. hora. 


Hemorrhage from Umbilicus.—On the 


Wth June, 1847, Dr. JEUNIN was sum: 
moned to attend an infant, aged seven days, » 


who was suffering from umbilical hemor- ; 
violence, and after the 12th of June, 1846, 


rhage. The funis had fallen away during 


the preceding night, and in the morning no | 
loss of blood had been noticed, but when ; 
towards noon the child was undressed, it’ 
of two or three hours expired without any 


was found bathing in its blood. Various 


anti-hemorrhagic remedies, such as vinegar ' 
> plete stagnation of the blood, to which’ no 


and water, tinder, &c., were at once em- 
ployed, but without success. 
again tried the vinegar, compression, &c., 
and the hemorrhage continuing, 
duced to cauterize the scar with 
of silver. Still the blood continued to flow 
abundantly. 


in arresting the hemorrhage, although two 
wound. 


the tubercle, and a circular ligature placed 
beneath it. 
diately ceased: 
days afterwards, and the child recovered.— 
Journ. des Conn. Med. Chirurg. 

Treatment of Fissures of the Anus.—M | 
Dipay recommends the patient to apply to» 


it may be retained for some time. 


Dr. Jeunin | 
> Teheran, the cholera visited successively 
was in- } 
nitrate | 
carried on in December by the pilgrims to 
Cauterization with the actual } 
cautery was resorted to, and failed signally 
Tauris, and on October 29th attained 
red-hot rods of iron were extinguished in the ; 
At last ligature was thought of: a’ 
common sewing needle was passed through 
‘no influence on the progress of the scourge, 
The discharge of blood imme. ' 
the needle fell away four’ 


- virulent than in other countries. 
the anus, night and morning, with the end} 
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‘gramme, increasing the portion of tannin 


gradually to three grammes or more, ac. 
cording to its effect on the sensibility of the 
part. ‘l'o apply it efficiently, the patient 
should push his finger as far as possible 
without forcing the sphincter, and there 
leave the ointment. Where fissures are 
situated higher, a solution of tannin may be 
injected into the rectum with a small sy- 
ringe. The quantity of liquid introduced 
should be as small as possible, in order that 
In both 
cases the patient should experience some 


Times. 

Progress of the Asiatic Cholera—The 
St. Petersburg Gazette publishes the follow. 
ing details of the course of the cholera into 


Trebizonde from Herat to Samareand, 

September, 1845, and into Bulgaria in the 
November following. Thence it advanced 
as far as Teheran, where it raged with great 


carried off as many as 300 people a day. 
‘Those who were attacked, dropped suddenly 
down in a state of lethargy, and at the end 


convulsions or vomitings, but from a com- 
remedies could restore its circulation. From 


Ispahan, Shiraz, and Bagdad, where it made 
still greater ravages. From Bagdad it was 


Mecca. It was on the 29th of September, 
1846, that it made its first appearance at 


height, carrying off, in this short interval, no 
fewer than 6,000 victims. [n Persia it was 
observed that the direction of the wind had 


which was extremely capricious and irregu- 
lar, sometimes passing over large and wide 
districts without leaving any trace of its 
passage. On the 16th of October, the first 
symptoms of the disease were perceived at 
Salyan, in Transcaucasus, but it was less 
During the 


summer of 1846 it appeared also at Tiflis, 


of the finger, a portion of ointment, about | but the attacks there were fewer than else- 


the size of a cherry-stone, composed as fol. | 
lows :—Axungie 15 grammes, tannin 1 


’ where; for, notwithstanding the great heat, 


‘the number of persons attacked did not ex- 
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ceed six, and the deaths only one a day, out’ the particulars can only be regarded as a 
of a population of 60,000 souls. In all, be- | proof that the operators have thought that 
tween May 30 and June 12, there were 164. they would reflect no credit on their judg- 
cases and 67 deaths; that is, a little more! ment either in a medical or surgical point of 
than one death for every 1,000 inhabitants. | view.”’—Jdid, 
ln Tiflis, the disease carried off none but} —_ 
those belonging to the lower classes, which’ Chronic Cutaneous Eruptions. —M. Ca- 
may be attributed to their irregular manner’ zENAVE recommends the following formula 
of living, and the little precaution they took | as of excellent service in chronic dartrous 
to guard against it. Although this year’ eruptions, as Impetigo, eczema, lupus, and 
there have been several cases of cholera at? all diseases of the skin allied to the lym- 
Tiflis, the inhabitants have not been struck’ phatic and scrofulous constitutions. 
with the panic which in 1830 made them? Crystallized chloride of lime - 15 parts. 
abandon their homes, but they remained: Distilled water - - - - - 5:0 * 
relying upon the measures taken to stop the; A tablespoonful three times daily in some 
disease by the authorities. In the Caucasus, ’ bitter infusion. 
—the theatre of war,—the remedies and pre- ° — 
cautions have been so effectual, that at the Disguise of the Bitterness of Medicines 
end of July, the bulletins contained no new} by means of Coffee.—Medical men are per- 
cases. Nevertheless, some symptoms had) haps scarcely sufficiently alive to the desi- 
appeared in the lines of the Kumgschi, and’ rableness of masking the nauseousness of the 
the advanced posts of Ischepschenzi. On») abominable compounds they are forced to 
the right flank of the line of the Caucasus, ' meddle with. It is not always desirable to 
and the eastern coast of the Black Sea, not} do so, medicines of the anti-spasmodic and 
the slightest indication of the disease had} anti-hysteric class owing a proportion of 
been discovered. > their efficacy to their nastiness ; while, again, 
Letters from Odessa of the 22d of August, | it certainly is questionable whether the bit- 
mention that the cholera had almost entirely ' ter taste of many medicines can be removed 
subsided at Tiflis,.and had lost much of its: without impairing the value of the principle 
intensity at Taganrog. On the other hand,; upon which this depends. However this 
it had manifested itself at Rostoff, Mariano- > may be, the statement of a M. De Vouves, 
polis, and other towns of Southern Russia.’ a medical student at Paris, that the bitter 
At Rostoff, in less than three weeks, it had } taste of Quinine may be completely masked by 
swept off 2,000 persons out of a population ’ Coffee, has excited considerable attention. 
of about 8,000. ‘The invasion of the malady ; M. Dorvault, Pharmacien, in a communica- 
had caused so great aterror, that all commu-? tion to the Union Medicale, furnishes the 
nication between Rostoff and Odessa was’ following formula, as, after repeated trials, 
interrupted, the postmasters along the road’ being found to be the best for securing this 
having abandoned their establishments.—> object. ‘Take of ground fresh-roasted coflee 
Lond, Med. Gaz., Sept. 1847. > 10 parts, boiling water, 100 parts. ‘I'reat it 
} by displacement, strain and add sulphate of 


Ovariotomy.—Dr. Sovrnam, in relating? quinine 1 part, sugar 15 parts—these two 
an unsuccessful case of ovariotomy which > last having been previously well mixed to- 
occurred in his own practice, observes:— } gether. ‘he mixture must be well shaken 

‘* By a majority of those who have made ? when administered. For children milk may 
the diseases of females their more especial? be added. He sums up his paper with these 
study, ovariotomy is now considered per-; conclusions. 1. A solution of coffee annihi- 
fectly justifiable ; but there still remain some } lates completely, instantaneously, within 
who refuse to sanction it, principally from the ; wide limits, the bitterness of quinine. 2. 
apparent high rate of mortality with which ’ The disappearance of this taste is due in part 
it has been hitherto attended. ‘Though we’? to the transformation of the dissolved portion 
possess a tolerably correct statement of the ’ of the salt into a sort of tannate, and in part 
number of fatal cases, several have either; to other principles of the coffee. 3. Of all 
not been published, or so vaguely described, tanniferous substances, coflee is most apt for 
that no reasoning can be founded on them; ; this effect. 4. The therapeutical action of 
and as a considerable period has elapsed; the medicine does not seem to be dimi- 
since their occurrence, the suppression of; nished.—L’ Union Médicale, No. 32. 
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In another number of the same Journal, 
a M. Combes, a student in pharmacy, com- 
municates the successful issue of a long 
series of trials upon the power coffee pos- 
sesses in masking the bitter taste of sulphate 
of magnesia—a taste far more nauseous to 
most persons than is that of quinine. ‘The 
following is his formula for an ordinary dose 
of about an ounce of the salt. 

Sulphate of magnesia - - - 30 parts. 

Ground coffee - - - - -10 “ 

Water - - « « 7Oor800 “ 
Boil them briskly together for two minutes 
in an untinned vessel. Remove from the 
fire, and having allowed the mixture to in- 
fuse for a few minutes, strain it. Sugar it 
and drink it hot or cold, according to taste. 
To ensure the effect, the coffee must be 
boiled with the salt as directed above ; add- 
ing the latter to it afterwards or to an infu- 


sion does not suffice. If the quantity of the | 


sulphate be much increased, and it is yet 
desired not to add more coffee than the above, 
that will suffice if, while the fluid is boiling, 
a grain or two of tannin be added.—.Ved. 
Chirurg. Rev., from L’ Union Meéd., No. 95. 

British and Foreign Medical Review.— 
It is announced in the Oct. number that this 
Journal has come to a conclusion Dr. 
Forbes in his interesting valedictory address, 


states that the circulation of the journal 
has never reached 1400 copies, and that its ’ 
publication has brought him in debt about , 


2500 dollars (£545). 
The following remarks may excite the 


surprise of some, but they are doubtless ' 


literally true. 

‘* Zealous young literary men, especially 
young editors or projectors of journals, en- 
tertain a very exaggerated opinion of the 
actual number of readers of medical journals 
or other medical books in this country. 
Feeling how interested they themselves are 
about improvements and novelties in medi- 
cine, or about medical progress generally, 
they are apt to imagine that most other men 


think as they do; altogether overlooking , 


the large proportion of practitioners who 
never cared about such things, and the 
equally large proportion who cared about 
them when young and comparatively idle, 
but whose attention the progress of years 
and active professional occupation have 
turned entirely into other channels. If the 
inquiry were made, I have little doubt that 
it would be found to be a fact, that a con- 
siderable proportion of the most eminent and 
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‘best employed physicians and surgeons in 
_the kingdom rarely buy any medical books, 
,and still more rarely any journals, If they 
“see the latter at all, they are contented with 
an occasional glance of them in their public 
‘or private clubs and societies. 

‘‘ It forms no part of my present business 
; to explain or account for this singular disre- 
‘gard of medical literature by those best 
‘ qualified to appreciate it and to promote it; 
but it is a circumstance, as already hinted 
(at, not a little discreditable to the profession 
‘in this country. Yet who shall throw the 
first stone ?”’ 
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Statistics of Suicides in Paris.—By a 
; criminal report, for the year 1845, just pub- 
‘ lished, out of 11,049 deaths, there were 
; 3034 cases of suicide,—being 111 above the 
{number for 1844, and only 64 above that of 
1843. Of the 3084 suicides, there were 
; 2332 males and 725 females. Sixteen males 
and four females had not reached their six- 


‘teenth year. Among the number were 


~m 


ichildren of 7, 8, and 10 years. There 
‘ were— 

{ From 16to2l years - - - - 123 
{ From2lto30 ‘ +--+ - + 462 
; From30to50 “ - - - = 1201 
> From 50to70 ‘ - - - - 945 
‘ From70to80 “ - + - - 203 


More than 80 “* - © = = 41 
Taking the months of the year, there 
were of suicides in 
‘Sumuer.—June, July, and August - 922 


Sprina.---March, April and May - - 861 
AuTuMN.—Sept., Oct. and Nov. - + 756 
¢ Winter.—Dec., Jan. and February - 545 


‘ According to the means of perpetration, 
¢ 
>there were-— 


The last mode of self-destruction is ex- 
‘ceedingly prevalent in the department of the 
: Seine. 

The motives were those usually met with 
‘—-love, jealousy, debauchery, reverse of 
;fortune, domestic misery, and physical suf- 
‘fering.—-Gaz. Med., Juillet 31. 


‘By hanging - - - - + - + = 1110 
gs drowning te bea eis ae 
, ** firesarms - = + 2 = © © = 482 
’ * suffocation by charcoal vapour - 213 
Q 
{ 


Obituary Record.—Died in London, Sept. 
‘12th, G. D. Dermorr, Esq., aged 45, an 
‘eminent lecturer on Anatomy and Surgery. 
Sept. Ist, aged 74, Sir RicuarD Dobson, 
/M.D., F.R.S., Inspector General of Hos- 
pitals and Fleets. 
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